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aircraft, due to its tactical qualities, deserves every en-
couragement in development. And its future useful-
ness in military operations will depend on an adequate
supply of well trained men in each squadron."
From that time on the large ships were demanded
from all parts of the Front, The factor)' was ordered
to produce the greatest possible number of them.
General Shidlovsky was instructed to expand the
squadron as quickly and as much as possible. As for
myself, there was more concentrated work, together
with heavy responsibility. I spent most of my time
at the Front at the main base of the squadron. I gave
no more flight instructions, but until the middle of
1916 I had to do all test flying of new planes that were
sent from the plant, as well as test any of the ships in
service that appeared unsatisfactory to the crew. Be-
sides this, it was my duty to render engineering
assistance in the solution of many urgent problems
that were created by actual military experience. While
the question of armament, military equipment and
similar items was now taken care of by the engineering
personnel of the squadron, there was enough work and
worry left for me in combining their needs with the
aerodynamics and structure of the planes.
Towards the middle of the summer of 1915, a con-
siderable number of men had acquired experience in
the military operation of the ships. Several encounters
in the air took place. Some enemy pursuit planes
were destroyed, but not a single one of our planes
failed to return. However, there were men killed and
wounded by enemy fire on board our ships. On
June 6, 1915, one plane was severely damaged, with
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